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SUBJECT: SIMONET ON EC COMMISSION ENERGY PROPOSALS 
REF: EC BRUSSELS 8853 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: AT A NOVEMBER 28 PRESS CONFERENCE, EC COMMISSION 
VICE PRESIDENT SIMONET OUTLINED THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSED ENERGY 
PROGRAM WHICH IS TO BE DISCUSSED BY THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ON 
DECEMBER 17. SIMONET SAID THAT IF THE PROGRAM IS IMPLEMENTED, 

ENERGY CONSUMPTION IN THE COMMUNITY COULD BE REDUCED BY 15 PERCENT 
AND THE COMMUNITY’S DEPENDENCE ON OIL IMPORTS CUT FROM 63 PERCENT 
AT PRESENT TO 45 PERCENT BY 1985. SIMONET ALSO SAID THE PRODUCERS- 
CONSUMERS DIALOGUE MUST BE CONDITIONAL ON "COHESION" AMONG CONSUMERS. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. ON NOVEMBER 28 COMMISSIONER SIMONET UNVEILED THE EC COMMISSION'S 
PROPOSED ENERGY PROGRAM WHICH WILL BE DISCUSSED AT THE SPECIAL 
DECEMBER 17 EC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING ON ENERGY. THE PROPOSALS 
CONSIST ESSENTIALLY OF MEASURES AIMED AT VERSIFYING 

SUPPLIES, REDUCING DEMAND AND ACHIEVING ENERGY CONSERVATION 
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DUCTION OF OIL CONSUMPTION. THE PROGRAM, HE SIAD, WOULD AIM 
AT REDUCING THE ANNUAL GROWTH IN ENERGY CONSUMPTION FROM 
5 PERCENT TO 3 1/2 PERCENT. THE PROPOSED PROGRAM STRESSES THE 
NEED FOR DEVELOPING NEW SOURCES OF ENERGY, PARTICULARLY NUCLEAR 
ENERGY WHICH SHOULD BE STEEPED UP. TO MEET HALF OF THE 
COMMUNITY'S TOTAL ELECTRICITY NEEDS. IN REGARD TO THE ROLE 
OF COAL THE PROGRAM ENVISAGES PRODUCTION BEING STABILIZED AT 
CURRENT OUTPUT LEVELS. THE PROGRAM FURTHER AIMS AT REDUCING 
BY 1985 THE SHARE OF IMPORTED OIL FROM ITS PRESENT LEVEL OF 
63 PERCDNT TO 45 PERCENT. 

3. DURING THE PRESS CONFERENCE, SIMONET COMMENTED THAT FORTH- 
POMING COMMUNITY DISCUSSIONS ON ENERGY QUESTIONS AT THE EUROPEAN 
SUMMIT "AND BEYOND" WILL BE OF DECISIVE IMPORTANCE FOR THE 
"CREDIBILITY OF THE EUROPEAN IDEA." HE SAID THAT THE COMMUNITY 
WOULD HAVE TO FACE UP TO CERTAIN CHOICES, ONE OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OF WHICH IS TO DEFINE A COHERENT ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
DIALOGUE WITH THE OIL PRODUCERS. WHILE THE DIALOGUE IS NECESSARY, 

HE POINTED OUT, IT MUST BE SUBORDINATED TO TWO CONDITIONS. FIRST 
THERE MUST BE COHERENCE AND "CONCERT ATION" AMONG THE INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY WITHIN GHE COMMUNITY. SECONDLY, THERE 
MUST BE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE TABLE A PARTNER WHO IS PREPARED 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DIALOGUE. USING FARLY STIFF LANUAGE, 

SIMONET OUTLINED THE SERIOUS SITUATION CREATED BY MASSIVE OIL 
PRICE INCREASES; SUGGESTED THAT OPEC MIGHT SOON TAKE SOME 
FURYER ACTION; AND SIA THAT SHOULD IT DO SO, THE INDUS- 
TRIALIZED COUNTRIES, PARTICULARL THE COMMUNITY, WOULD 
QUESTION WHETHER THE PRODUCERS' GOODWILL FOR GENUINE DIALOGUE 
REALLY EXISTS. SIMONET EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE COMMISSION S 
PROPOSALS WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THE COMMUNITY TO MAKE AN 
"ORIGNAL AND GENUINE" CONTRIBUTION TO SOLVING THE WORLD'S 
ENERGY PROBLEM. 

4. SIMONET ASSERTED THAT THERE WERE "NO SERIOUS DISCREPANCIES" 

BETWEEN THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSALS AND THE PROGRAM OF THE IEA. 

IN RESPONSE TO A REPORTER S QUERY AS TO WHY IT HAD TAKEN THE 
COMMUNITY SO LONG TO COME UP WITH A COMMON ENERGY STRATEGY. 
SIMONET RESPONDED SOMEWHAT DEFENSIVELY BY RECOUNTING THE 
COMMISSIONS'S LENGTHY EFFORTS IN THIS FIELD AND SAID THAT THERE 
APPARENTLY WAS MORE SOLIDARITY IN ATLANTIC SPIRIT THAN SOLIDARITY 
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WITHIN THE COMMUNITY. SOME EC MEMBERS HAD APPARENTLY FOUND IT 
EASIER TO SUBSCRIBE TO UNDERTAKINGS WITHIN THE IEA THAN WITHIN 
THE COMMUNITY FRAMEWORK. SIMONET RECALLED THAT, AS ANTICIPATED, 

THE COMMISSION IS PROPOSING (APPARENTLY IN THE SUMMIT CONTEXT) 

STEPS THAT WOULD OVERCOME THE SPLIT BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE 
EIGHT IN REGARD TO THE IEA AND ARANGEMENTS AGREED UPON AMONG 
THE IEA MEMBERS. 
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5. WE WILL REPORT DETAILS OF THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSALS BY 
SEPARATE MESSAGE. MYERSON 
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